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2020 CORN UPDATE

Spray Early, Overlap For Best Weed Control
Recent rain showers and warmer
temperatures across much of our area
have made for favorable corn growing
conditions. Most corn has reached
between the V2 and V3 growth stage.
During the V3 growth stage, the plant
is near the end of the seed being its
main food source, and more rapid root
development is occurring.
Post-emerge herbicide applications
have begun. Make sure to scout fields
closely as troublesome weeds have
started to emerge. Spraying early and
overlapping residual herbicides are the
best practices for keeping your fields

into consideration label restrictions on
growth stage and corn height to ensure
your crop is not injured.
There are definite crop safety
differences when it comes to growth
regulator herbicides. Once corn
reaches 4 inches, we recommend
Status herbicide from BASF. It can be
applied until corn reaches 36 inches.
This Week’s GDU Indicator
clean for the entire growing season.
With rapid growth likely over the next
7 to 10 days, it is important to take

As always, make sure to follow
the labels. If you have questions or
concerns on different products and
when they can be used, please call.
— Ryan Hellriegel

2019 CORN PHC SHOWCASE

Priaxor™ V5 Treatment Produces 34% Return on Investment
Location: Phelps County, NE
Tillage: Strip-Till
Previous Crop: Corn
Seed: Channel 213-19VT2PRIB
Population: 33,500
Treatment/Timing: 4 oz. Priaxor® at V5
The V5 stage is a crucial time in a
corn plant’s life cycle to protect it from
environmental stress as the plant is
beginning to grow rapidly and ear
shoots will soon be initiated. While
the number of kernel rows per ear is
strongly influenced by hybrid genetics,
environmental stresses such as nutrient
deficiencies and cool weather can harm
the ear initiation process. The following
is an example of how Priaxor® fungicide
from BASF can help mitigate stress and
increase yield.
We treated this cornfield at
approximately the V5 growth stage
using 4 oz. of Priaxor® fungicide. Similar
conditions, cool weather and saturated

soils, similar to what we are currently
experiencing, existed in 2019 when we
made this application.
Although this entire field was
treated at VT with Headline AMP™
fungicide, we were still able to pick up a
5.18-bushel yield advantage in the area
that we treated at V5. Using a corn
price of $3.90/bushel, this 5.18-bushel
increase netted a 34.6% return on

investment after recovering the $15/
acre cost of treatment.
One thing to keep in mind: most
post-emerge herbicide applications
need to take place before the corn
reaches 12 inches. This is an excellent
opportunity to add Priaxor® fungicide as
a ride-along partner with your herbicide
application to increase plant health.
— Cole Lewandowski
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Recent Rains Increase Potential for Stripe Rust
Rain over Memorial Day weekend
was beneficial to the wheat crop,
especially the dryland wheat.
However, some areas received
excessive amounts of rain.
In South Central Nebraska, wheat
is now at Feekes 10-10.1. At Feekes
10, the head is still in the boot and not
yet visible. At Feekes 10.1, the head is
visible.
Stripe Rust fungus continues to be
the hot topic across Kansas, where
Kansas State University has had
reports of potential devasting yield
reduction. This is a good indication of
what we can expect to see in this area,
especially with the recent moisture

Stripe Rust (courtesy of KSU)
we’ve received and cool temperatures.
Stripe Rust develops most rapidly at
50-60 degrees F. Heavy dew or rain
showers are also optimal conditions
for Stipe Rust.
Flag leaf applications have started

over the last week. It is always best
to apply a fungicide such as Nexicor
before the disease is present to
preserve your highest yield potential.
Call us to book your fungicide
application.
UNL has reported fields in Harlan
and Furnas counties with Yellow
Barley Dwarf.
Yellow Barley Dwarf is a virus that
is transmitted by aphids. Fungicides
are not effective against Yellow Barley
Dwarf because it is a virus and not a
fungus. The best strategy to control
the virus is to control the aphid
population and avoid early planting.
— Darrin Swanson

2019 WHEAT PHC SHOWCASE

Nexicor™ Out Yields Tilt in 2019 Wheat Trial
Location: Webster County, NE
Tillage: No-Till
Previous Crop: Soybeans
Seed: Monument
Treatment & Timing: Topdress fb Flagleaf
This wheat field was a 2019 PHC comparing multiple
treatments of generic Tilt fungicide vs. Nexicor™ fungicide.
We applied 4 oz. of Tilt at topdress to the west half of this
field, while 3.5 oz. of Nexicor was applied at topdress to the
east half of the field. At flagleaf, we sprayed these same
zones with another 4 oz. of Tilt and 7 oz. of Nexicor™.
The benefits of Nexicor™ compared to generic Tilt were
obvious throughout the entire season as we witnessed a
much greener and healthier crop canopy in the Nexicor™
treated area as compared to the generic Tilt.
Although the Nexicor™ treatment was $10/acre more
expensive than the generic Tilt treatment, it yielded 7.85
bushels better. Using a price of $4.40/bushel of wheat,
this amounted to a positive ROI of 245.4% or $24.54/acre.
Had this entire 80 been treated with BASF’s Nexicor™
fungicide, this PHC participant would have netted an
additional $517 on this 80-acre field after recovering the
cost of treatment.

This is yet another great example of the plant health
benefits that BASF fungicides provide in a situation with
relatively low incidence of disease.
— Tony Marquardt
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WHAT TO EXPECT THIS WEEK

Protect Investment During Crucial V5-V8 Corn Stage
So far this spring, the weather has
again been a big factor for area crop
producers. Recent cold nighttime
lows, flooding, and cool daytime
temperatures have lent corn and
soybeans a slow start. While these
factors appear to be turning around,
there is no doubt that Mother Nature
will throw us more curveballs during
our growing season.
Currently, corn planted on April 21
is in the V4 growth stage and 5.5”
tall (see image). With warm weather
and sufficient moisture, this corn will
soon be V5 and nearing the 12” height
restriction for applying many of our
common post-emerge chemicals.
At V5, rapid stem elongation and
ear shoot development will begin.
In these stages, a new leaf is
formed every three days or so. The
root system is well-developed and
distributed in the soil, so that the plant
can improve its capacity to absorb
nutrients. The growing point is at or
just above the soil surface. Scouting

to determine whether additional
fertilizer is needed and for corn
rootworm is also critical at this stage.
Something else to consider at this
point is improving plant health with an
application of Priaxor® fungicide.
As we continue our post-emerge
applications, pay attention to the
corn growth stage noted on the label.
Herbicide applied beyond the label-

recommended growth stage may
result in crop injury. Most herbicides
containing atrazine will need to be
applied by the time the corn reaches
11-12 inches.
UAN of 28% or 32% fertilizers
are not suggested carriers of most
herbicides at these stages. Consider
other applications if supplemental
nitrogen is needed.
While weather continues to be a
factor, consider adding a fungicide
into your post-emerge application.
Priaxor® fungicide tank mixes well
with most herbicides and prevents
early season disease, increases root
growth and photosynthesis, all while
improving stress tolerance.
Stop in and visit with us when you
have time so we can review your
upcoming treatments. Please do not
hesitate to contact us if you have any
questions, concerns or need more
information. The 2020 Plant Health
Challenge is off and running.
— Cole Lewandowski

BASF PRODUCT UPDATE
®

Priaxor Boosts Disease Control and Plant Health
As soon as the sun starts to shine
consistently in Nebraska, the corn
crop will be headed toward the rapid
vegetative growth stages, which
starts at V5 and can go all the way
up to V14. This window is crucial as
the maximum yield potential is being
determined during these stages.
During this time, the corn plant is
making yield decisions (rows/ear and
kernels/row) while constantly still
accepting input from its surrounding
environment. Growing conditions thus
far have left the crop open for negative

yield impacts from disease, nutrient
deficiencies, hail, and wind.
One input you can use to protect
from these negative yield impacts
is Priaxor fungicide pre-tassel
applications. Priaxor combines the
power of Headline® fungicide with the
Xemium® active ingredient to provide
disease control and Plant Health
benefits.
Priaxor controls the most important
corn diseases including Anthracnose,
Gray Leaf Spot, and Northern Corn
Leaf Blight. Alongside disease control,

Priaxor can contribute to increased
root growth, stalk strength and stress
tolerance, as well as maximizing
nitrogen use and photosynthesis.
Strong root development is
crucial for future nutrient and water
utilization, and thicker, stronger stalks
not only withstand weather-related
events better, but they also make
the transport of nutrients and water
throughout the plant more efficient.
All of these Plant Health benefits of
Priaxor occur with every application.
Continued on page 4
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Priaxor Boosts Disease Control ........
Continued from page 3
Applications of Priaxor prior to and
including V8 may include adjuvants.
After V8 and before VT (last tassel
branch visible), applications of Priaxor
can continue however, you need
to avoid using adjuvants for these
applications.
All cornfields can benefit from a
pre-tassel Priaxor application and from
a tassel or post-tassel application of
Veltyma®, which provides the same
benefits of disease control and Plant
Health during the reproductive stages.
— Brady Kappler
Tech Service Rep, BASF

We Can Help Control Mosquitos!
If you are interested in mosquito control around your home or for a special event, call us.
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